Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Notice of Allowability 



09/988,139 



TAKIZAWA ET AL 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



Carol Chaney 



1745 
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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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1 . [>3 This communication is responsive to telephone interview . 
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4. £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Harris Pitlick on 1 1 May 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1, line 6, please delete -only — 

In claim 1, line 7, please delete -an ester group — 

In claim 5, line 6, please delete -only — and -an ester group — 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-9 and 18-31 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The examiner's amendments deleting the word -only — removes new matter form 
applicants' specification and claims. The deletion of the phrase "ester group" from the 
possible moieties bonded to the 'B' segment of the claimed block copolymer overcomes 
the nearest prior art of Giles et al., US Patent 5,196,484. Giles et al. recite ester and 
methylene linkages, and combinations thereof, for the 'X' group in the structure shown 
below, 
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CH 2 — CH ■ 

X 

(CH 2 CH 2 0 ) m R 

but do not suggest carboxyl, hydroxyl, sulfonic, amino or cyclic carbonates as 
part of the pendant groups on the block copolymer backbone. (See Giles et ah, column 
20, lines 5-21 and column 20, line 66 - column 22, line 12.) Therefore, applicants' 
claims are distinguished from the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carol Chaney whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1284. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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